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INTERNATIONAL ADJUDICATIONS. Volumes IV, V, VI. Edited by John B. Moore.
New York: Oxford University Press. 1931-1933.
THESE volumes maintain the high standard set by the earlier ones. Volume IV
deals with the important arbitration with Great Britain under art. 7 of the Jay
Treaty of 1794, reporting the cases of British compensation for violation of American
neutral rights by Orders in Council and American compensation for injury to British
subjects by breach of American neutral duties, notably in the failure to suppress
the activities of Citizen Genet on behalf of France. The diplomatic and legal his-
tory of the arbitration is presented in authoritative form, with texts of the awards.
This contribution to the law of neutrality is the more impressive because the arbitra-
tion was held during a war. The refusal of Great Britain to arbitrate neutral claims
after the late war gives rise to the speculation whether nations are becoming less
law-abiding or whether the modem veneration of force as a solution for human ills
is to become fatal to the growth of law and to the continuity of organized society.
Volume V deals first with the arbitration of the claims of American citizens against
Spain under art. 21 of the Treaty of 1795. The political and legal history of these
spoliation claims is narrated in the light of original documents, many for the first
time here disclosed. Typical cases are reported. The balance of the volume takes
up the work of the two commissions under treaties with France, the one distributing
the indemnity of 1803 on account of debts due by France to American citizens for
supplies, embargoes, and illegal captures before 1800; the other distributing the
indemnity for French spoliations on American commerce during the Napoleonic Wars.
All these commissions established important rules of international law, and the
events associated with their organization and operation are among the noteworthy
milestones of American history.
Volume VI narrates the work and edits the records of the Commission under art.
IV of the treaty with Great Britain of 1814, determining the title to certain dis-
puted islands in Passamaquoddy Bay and the Bay of Fundy. This was the second
of the great boundary arbitrations with Great Britain, the first involving the identifi-
cation of the River called St. Croix (MOORE'S ADJUDICATIONS, Vols. 1-2). The
summary of the contentions and award is followed by an analysis of the pleadings
and arguments.
These volumes are indispensable to an acquaintance with the early development
of the international relations of the United States. The arbitrations they record are
landmarks in the history of international law. They unfold American history in
the inimitable style and with the accuracy and respect for facts and documents which
characterize the distinguished editor.
E. M. B.
FEDERAL TAX HANDBOOK. 1933-1934. By Robert H. Montgomery. New York:
The Ronald Press. 1934. pp. xv, 1091.
THIs manual needs no other characterization than its established repute as an ade-
quate guide to the important problems of taxation. It is of course a manual for
the taxpayer and his counsel. Consequently the chief objects of criticism are the
uncertainties in the provisions and administration of the revenue laws. The effort
of the author is directed toward helping the taxpayer to avoid uncertainties by proper
accounting on his own part. And there are concise briefs in favor pf desirable uni-
formities on the part of officials.
Recent tax legislation justifies the appearance of this manual for 1933-1934, and
these developments are adequately treated. The details of practice in tax cases are,
however, purposely excluded from the manual.
1934]
YALE LAW JOURNAL
INDEX TO TME FEDERAL STATUTES. By Walter H. McClenon and Wilfred C. Gilbert.
Washington: Government Printing Office. 1933. pp. 1432.
IN 1908, Scott and Beamar's Index to the Federal Statutes, the most scholarly
work of its kind then in existence, was justly hailed as a reference book of primary
importance. Those unfamiliar with the difficulties of preparing a readily usable
index to such a vast body of material can hardly appreciate the intelligence, judg-
ment and discrimination, not to speak of labor, that such a work requires in the
organization of the material, in its classification, in the allocation and delimita-
tion of topics, in cross referencing, and in subdivision and subclassification. In
the matter of the federal statutes, moreover, covering a period of about 150 years,
keen appreciation is required of the effect of new statutes on earlier ones, for the
subject of amendment and repeal occupies a necessary place.
In 1927, Congress requested the Librarian of Congress to have prepared a revi-
sion of Scott and Beaman's Index, bringing it up-to-date, beginning with the Revised
Statutes of 1874. The work was placed in direct charge of Mr. Walter H. McClenon,
a distinguished student of legislation, who was a member of the staff which prepared
the 1908 Index. The volume under review evidences the completion of the task
assigned by Congress and constitutes a monument to the skill and ability of Mr.
McClenon and his associates. A test of the work reveals that the student of federal
statutory law has been furnished with an indispensable guide in penetrating the leg-
islative maze. It is, in fact, something more than an index, for many of the entries
disclose the contents of the statute analyzed, often saving the hurried investigator
further recourse to the original statutes and, in any event, indicating the substance
of what he will find. Notes supply additional information. Here is no mechanical
listing of entries, but a careful and critical index analysis of the contents of every
important piece of legislation which has come from Congress, assigned to its proper
place and related to cognate subjects under topics where the interested inquirer
might be likely to look for it. It was no mean feat to compress this body of material
into the covers of one book, even if voluminous. Its utility is enhanced by a list
of statutory definitions, by a list of treaties, conventions, and executive agreements
incorporated in the statutes, by an important list of the official and popular names
of statutes, treaties, and proclamations, by a table of references of the Revised
Statutes and Statutes at Large to United States Code Supplement V (the body
of the work referring to appropriate sections of that code), and by an exhaustive
table of repeals and amendments of the statutory provisions indexed, whether
expressly or by implication, arranged chronologically.
The work is a tribute to the important public service rendered by the Library
of Congress and its competent staff.
E. M. B.
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